8 m Queensborough = May 2008

—

S

resident’s Circle
Member

HIP®

EALTH PLAN OF NEW YORK

MAJOR CORPORATE MEMBERS

N

ATLANTIS

HEALTH PLAN

o
Bankof America "‘".';'H igher Standards

CHASE ©
citibank

Commerce
cBank America’s Most Convenient Bank™

(& conEdison
Consumer Energy Solution, Inc.

HSBC <>
KETSPAN

The Mount Sinai
Mount Hospital
Sinai of Queens

A Division of The Mount Sinai Hospital

1
1S
u

15
Mels.
q Queens College

QUEENS COUNTY 3¢
I SAVINGS BANK [

TIME WARNER
CABLE

Now anything’s possible ..
USPOWERGEN

!UEENSBOROUGH: A BETTER QUEENS IS OUR BUSINESS

Q

veriyon
QUEENS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
75-20 Astoria Boulevard, Suite 140
Jackson Heights, N.Y. 11370-1131
(718) 898-8500, Fax (718) 898-8599
www.queenschamber.org

Produced by Schneps Communications, 38-15 Bell
Blvd., Bayside, New York 11361¢ (718) 224-5863

Send articles and photos to: gcc@queenscourier.com
Entire Contents Copyright 2005 by Queensborough. All letters sent to the QUEENS-
BOROUGH should be brief and are subject to condensation. Writers should
include a full address and home and office telephone numbers, where available, as
well as affiliation, indicating special interest. Anonymous letters are not printed.
Name withheld on request. No such ad or any part thereof may be reproduced
without prior permission of the QUEENSBOROUGH. The publishers will not be
responsible for any error in advertising beyond the cost of the space occupied by
the error: Errors must be reported to the QUEENSBOROUGH within five days of
publication. Ad position cannot be guaranteed unless paid prior to publication.
Schneps Communications assumes no liability for the content or reply to any ads.
The advertiser assumes all liability for the content of and all replies. The advertis-
er agrees to hold the QUEENSBOROUGH and its employees harmless from all
cost, expenses, liabilities, and damages resulting from or caused by the publication
or recording placed by the advertiser or any reply to any such advertisement.

THE MAGAZINE OF THE QUEENS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

We helped stop
congestion
pricing, vow
to find other

solutions

a ny
people
join the
Queens

Chamber of

Commerce for dif-

ferent reasons.

Some join for the
networking oppor-
tunities where they
can meet potential
buyers and sellers of
various goods and
services. Some join
to learn about

important business .
topics at our confer- 1M The QCC President

ences and seminars. Albert F. Pennisi

Some join to receive the exclusive benefits and sav-
ings available only to our members.

However, an often-ignored reason is the Queens
Chamber of Commerce’s vital legislative advocacy
and government relations function. The defeat of
congestion pricing is just the latest victory for
small business in Queens, championed by the
Chamber.

This month’s cover story features the demise of
Congestion Pricing and the role the Queens
Chamber played in getting this unfair tax scheme
defeated. The odds were against us and proponents
spent millions of dollars in advertising, but the
majority of members from the Queens delegations
in the City Council, State Assembly and State
Senate withstood the political pressure and helped
kill this onerous bill. We will not forget those who
stood up for our Queens businesses, and we truly
thank them for their strength.

The Queens Chamber has been rallying against
congestion pricing for well over two years. Our
members attended press conferences and rallies.
They wrote Op-Ed pieces and letters to all our leg-
islators. They spoke at public events and at our
meetings, reminding our membership just how
costly passage of this ill conceived plan would be.
I would like to thank all of those who worked so
hard on this cause. I know our meetings with leg-
islators on the city, state and federal level played
an important role in this ultimate victory for the
residents of Queens County. Our legislative advoca-
cy and government relations committees were a
recognized leader in this fight and our legislators
sincerely listened to our concerns.

Defeating congestion pricing in no way diminish-
es the serious problem of congestion in and around
Manhattan. Traffic costs businesses money and
creates economic hardships. Our opposition was
never about the need to relieve congestion, our
opposition focused on how the administration
chose to deal with the problem, and frankly, their
solution was not only wrong, it wouldn’t have
worked. Now is the time to deal with real solu-
tions. We urge those truly concerned to review
some our recommendations and those of the
Queens Civic Congress. Our solutions are viable
and will actually work to reduce traffic, improve
air quality and will not unfairly burden only outer
borough businesses and residents.

The Queens Chamber of Commerce is not a polit-
ical organization. We do not endorse or contribute
to candidates. However, we do support those who
support us and our pro-business agenda. Once
again, we offer a hearty thank you to Speaker
Sheldon Silver and the members of our legislative
delegations who supported this tremendously
important effort. The Queens Chamber will not
soon forget your friendship and political courage.
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e hope you are enjoying the newly
designed, expanded Queenshorough, the
Queens
Chamber of Commerce. We, the Chamber,

direct and approve all content - deciding what stories
are covered in each issue, editing all copy and forward-
ing information that is contained in the publication.
Schneps Communications produces it for the Chamber.
We look forward to continuing to highlight the out-
standing business persons, services and activities that
make our borough unique. We welcome your letters,
manuscripts, etc. Please send materials to the Queens
Chamber of Commerce at 75-20 Astoria Boulevard,
Suite 140, Jackson Heights, NY 11370 or call (718)
898-8500 for more information. We reserve the right

monthly pub

lication of the

to edit for space limitations.

Your support of the magazine is critical to its suc-
cess. We encourage you to include Queensborough in
your advertising plans. To place your ad call Vicki

Schneps at the Queens Cou

rier (718) 224-5863.
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